CHAPTER IV
UNDER  THE  BANCROFT   MANAGEMENT
THE period with which the present chapter deals is one of no small interest and importance in the career of Ellen Terry. We have followed her step by step in her triumph as a child actress ; we have seen that as a very young woman she showed promise of great things and won golden opinions from all sorts and conditions of critics. It is now our business to deal with the realization of the promise and the justification of the high anticipations which were formed of her. From 1868 to 1874 she did not appear on the stage at all. It might well have been that during so long a period of inactivity she should have lost the mastery of her art. Such, however, was far from being 62